
Parking at Villa de Matel 
 

 

Beginning Monday June 6, 2016 all guests of Ruah Center must park in the new parking lot in back of 

the Villa near the cemetery and the labyrinth.  This is where you parked when the Villa campus was 

under construction a couple of years ago and it will now be exclusively for Ruah guests.  What a 

wonderful gift to have our own space!   Here are some guidelines to make your arrival as simple as 

possible and a map of the Villa campus to help you find your way.  If walking is difficult for any 

guest, there may be some spaces available in the straight line parking area in front of the 

Maintenance building.  Please call or email me with any questions. 

 

If you’re coming for spiritual direction only… 

 Park in Ruah’s lot and walk around the building to the main entrance (the red X on the map) to 

sign in.  Knowing that this will take a little longer than before plan to arrive a few minutes early 

for your direction appointment.  Your spiritual director will appreciate it!   

 After you sign out and turn in your badge, you may either exit the front door and walk around 

the building and out to the parking lot or exit the retreat dining room to the back porch.  If you 

leave through the dining room, remember to remain in silence until you’re outside.   

 

If you’re an individual coming for one day of prayer… 

 On your first visit to the Villa, pull up to the main entrance (the red X on the map), sign yourself 

in at the front desk and pick up your guest badge and parking tag.   

 Drive to Ruah’s lot to park, hang your tag on your rearview mirror, and walk back around to the 

front door. The receptionist will call your spiritual director or contact person to come get you.  

Your director or contact person will orient you and get you where you need to go.  

 On subsequent visits you can choose to sign in and then park your car or park first and then sign 

in, whichever you prefer. 

 When your day of prayer is over, return your guest badge and name tag to the front desk and 

sign out. 

 You may either exit the front door and walk around the building and out to the parking lot or exit 

the retreat dining room to the back porch.  If you leave through the dining room, remember to 

remain in silence until you’re outside.   

 

If you’re an individual staying overnight… 

 On your first visit to the Villa, pull up to the main entrance (the red X on the map), sign yourself 

in at the front desk and pick up your guest badge and parking tag.  If you’d like to leave your 

luggage in the parlor while you park, that’s fine.   

 Drive to Ruah’s lot to park, hang your tag on your rearview mirror, and walk back around to the 

front door. Pick up your luggage and the receptionist will call your spiritual director or contact 

person to come get you.  Your director or contact person will orient you and get you where you 

need to go.   

 On subsequent visits you can choose to sign in and then park your car or park first and then sign 

in, whichever you prefer.  Either way, make sure your parking tag is on your rearview mirror 

ASAP. 



 

 

 When your retreat is over, return your guest badge, name tag and parking tag to the front desk 

and sign out. 

 You may either exit the front door and walk around the building and out to the parking lot or exit 

the retreat dining room to the back porch.  If you prefer, leave your luggage in the parlor or on 

the back porch and drive back to pick it up.  If you leave through the dining room, remember to 

remain in silence until you’re outside.   

 

If you’re with a group coming for the day only… 

 Pull up to the main entrance (the red X on the map) and have one person come in and sign in for 

everyone in your car, pick up guest badges and parking tag, then drive to Ruah’s lot to park.   

 Enter the retreat dining room door from the back porch.  Your facilitator will be waiting there (or 

will arrive soon).  Begin to observe silence as you enter the dining room, and help yourself to 

coffee and tea while the rest of your group arrives.   

 When your day of prayer is over, return your guest badges and name tags to the front desk and 

sign out. 

 You may either exit the front door and walk around the building and out to the parking lot or exit 

the retreat dining room to the back porch.  If you leave through the dining room, remember to 

remain in silence until you’re outside. 

 

If you’re with a group staying one or more nights… 

 Pull up to the main entrance (the red X on the map) and have one person come in and sign in for 

everyone in your car, pick up guest badges and parking tag, then drive to Ruah’s lot to park.   

 Those who prefer may drop luggage off in the parlor while getting signed in.  Otherwise, bring 

luggage with you from the parking lot and enter the retreat dining room door (you may use the 

ramp by the Chapel, if needed).   

 Begin to observe silence when you enter the dining room.  Your facilitator will meet you there or 

will be there shortly.  

 When your retreat is over, return your guest badges, name tags and parking tag to the front desk 

and sign out. 

 You may either exit the front door and walk around the building and out to the parking lot or exit 

the retreat dining room to the back porch.  If you prefer, leave your luggage in the parlor or on 

the back porch and drive back to pick it up.  If you leave through the dining room, remember to 

remain in silence until you’re outside.   

 

If you’re coming to walk the labyrinth only… 

 Pull up to the main entrance (the red X on the map).  Enter the front door, sign in and pick up 

your guest badge.  

 Drive to the Ruah parking lot.  The labyrinth is close by. 

 When finished at the labyrinth, drive back to the front entrance to sign out and drop off your 

badge. 

 

 


